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Greetings from the Chapel!

In 1899, Mark Twain penned a famous essay, “Concerning the Jews,” extolling the virtues of Jewish 
accomplishment in all but one critical area: “an unpatriotic disinclination to stand by the flag as a soldier.” 
Twain’s misconception of Jewish military service sparked widespread protest, particularly from the newly 
organized Jewish War Veterans, and he amended the essay with a later postscript in which he acknowledged 

his error. “I was ignorant - like the rest of the Christian world - of the fact 
that the Jew had a record as a soldier,” he wrote. “His fidelity and gallant 
soldiership in the field [are] as good as anyone’s.”

Interestingly, the one advocate Twain chose to quote in his subsequent 
correction was Major General Oliver Otis Howard, who served as West 
Point’s Superintendent from 1881-1882. Known as the “Christian 
General” due to his evangelical piety, Howard may have seemed an unlikely 
champion for Jewish soldiers, and yet his unequivocal endorsement 
reflected a broader appreciation of them in the Army’s meritocracy than 
was found in other sectors of American society at the time. 

“I had a Jewish aide-de-camp, one of the bravest and best, in the first Battle 
of Bull Run,” Howard recalled. “So many of the German officers and men–
the Poles and the Hungarians–were of Jewish lineage that I am unable 
to designate them. I can assure you,” he added, “that there are no more 
patriotic men to be found in the country than those of Hebrew descent.” 
Howard’s aide was none other than Alfred Mordecai Jr., who graduated 

from West Point on the eve of the Civil War in 1861. Mordecai himself would retire as a Brigadier General, 
and his family represents some of the most accomplished Jewish graduates in the Academy’s history.

Though much has changed in American Jewish life since the publication of Twain’s essay, three key features 
of its story remain the same. American Jews have continued to acquit themselves among the “bravest and 
best” in each of our nation’s military conflicts. This September, the West Point Jewish Chapel will honor the 
memory of SFC Christopher Celiz, a Jewish Army Ranger who died fighting in Afghanistan in 2018 and 
was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. The event will feature remarks by Jewish Medal of Honor 
recipient COL (USA Ret.) Jack Jacobs, who received the award for valorous actions in Vietnam in 1968.

Similarly, West Point has continued to develop outstanding Jewish leaders of character, just as it did in 
General Howard’s time, and this year’s graduating class is no exception. Led by CICs Mark Salzman and Amir 
Udler, the sixteen Jewish Cadets in the Class of 2022 featured two Corps Squad captains, three Graduate 
Scholarship awardees, and five future officers in the Army’s new and selective Cyber Branch. While pursuing 
these accomplishments, Jewish Cadets have also deepened their connection to Judaism, thanks to the West 
Point Jewish Chapel Fund. The Fund provides critical financial assistance to cover the costs of kosher food, 
travel expenses, and special events, and the resulting vibrancy of the Jewish Chapel program attracts Cadets 
from a wide range of Jewish backgrounds.

Yet despite the timeless commitment of American Jews to military service and of West Point to its Jewish 
Cadets, a third and frustrating feature of Mark Twain’s time persists as well: the story of Jewish life at the 
Academy and in the Armed Forces remains largely unknown--not only in the “Christian World,” as Twain 
observed, but more troublingly in the Jewish world as well. The Fund and I look to you, our extended family 
of supporters, to help change this. If you know a Jewish high school student who is inspired by service 
and enjoys a rigorous challenge, encourage them to consider West Point as an option, and to explore the 
flourishing Jewish community they will find here. The next Cadet Salzman or General Mordecai may be 
waiting for just such an invitation, and we look forward to welcoming them soon!

Warmest Regards,

Cantor David Frommer

Cantor David P. Frommer

Support the West Point Jewish Chapel here:
www.westpointjewishchapel.comDONATE
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The West Point Jewish Chapel hosted a spirited celebration 
of Purim on 18 March 2022, highlighted by a theatrical 

megillah reading, a sumptuous dinner, and an electrifying 
concert. The Plebes regaled the community with their hilarious 
presentation of the spiel, and the guest Cadet band, No Strings 
Attached, kept the social hall energized for over an hour after 
dinner with crowd-pleasing covers of pop and rock hits. The 

festivities were generously sponsored by the West Point Jewish 
Chapel Fund, which purchased food and decorations, and 
additionally supported by the Jewish Soldiers Project, the 
Jewish Welfare Board, and Temple Emanu-El in New York 
City, who provided holiday treats and gift bags for over 100 
Cadets in attendance!

WEST POINT JEWISH CHAPEL

JEWISH HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS - PURIM 

Jewish Cadets observe the Talmudic dictum to celebrate until they 
can no longer tell the difference between Army and Navy.

No Strings Attached brings down the house as CH Frommer prepares to 
recruit the entire band to Cantorial School.

Dramatis Personae: CH Frommer and the Cadet Music Team join the Spiel’s talented Fourth 
Class cast, adhering to strict uniform regulations and saber safety protocols.
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The West Point Jewish community followed its Purim 
celebration with even bigger festivities for Passover, during 

the week of 15-23 April, 2022. The holiday kicked off with an 
enormous First Night Seder at the West Point Club, attended by 
over 110 participants that included garrison personnel, academy 
faculty and staff, and almost 60 Cadets who were joined by their 
families and friends. The event featured interfaith support from 
CH (COL) Keith Goode, USMA Chaplain, and CH (LTC) 
Don Williamson, Garrison Chaplain, who joined enthusiastically 
in the proceedings, as well as from Pete Hommel, Music 
Director of the Post Chapel, who volunteered his time to provide 
piano accompaniment for the evening. On the Second Night, 

the Jewish Cadet leadership team organized the Seder for the rest 
of the Jewish Squad and their guests in the Jewish Chapel social 
hall, with food service provided by CH Frommer, LTC Wallen, 
and the Garrison’s Senior Religious Affairs NCO, SFC Victor 
Will. In addition to the West Point Jewish Chapel Fund, which 
provided generous underwriting of the Second Night Cadet 
Seder, the community received additional contributions from 
Jewish War Veterans, which sponsored Kosher-for-Passover meals 
during the remainder of the holiday week, as well as from the 
West Point Directorate of Academy Advancement, the Garrison 
Religious Support Office, and several Cadet families who 
provided donations in kind.

WEST POINT JEWISH CHAPEL

JEWISH HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS – PASSOVER 

Cadets train for Combat Diver Qualification Course by competing 
to recite all of “Who Knows One” in a single breath.

COL (USA Ret.) Woody Goldberg welcomes the community to the First Night 
Seder on behalf of the West Point Jewish Chapel Fund’s Board of Trustees.

Freedom is not Free… and neither is the Seder! The Cadets “pay” for their dinner by posing for CH Frommer’s endless Passover photo shoot.
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The West Point Club once again provided delicious catering, professional staff, and most importantly, enough space to host a First Night Seder the 
size of a Busby Berkeley musical.

Everyone enjoys a more casual atmosphere for the Second Night Seder at the Jewish Chapel, highlighted by homemade matza balls prepared by the 
Cadets in the Chapel’s kitchen and desserts imported from Brooklyn by CDT Rafael Nachman’s family.

The Jewish community gathers in the Mess Hall Staff Break Room each day for the rest of the week to enjoy special Kosher-for-Passover meals and 
watch CH Frommer try to feed matza to his children.
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WEST POINT JEWISH CHAPEL
JEWISH OBSERVANCES – YOM HASHOAH

West Point observed Yom Hashoah with two programs 
in April, organized respectively by the USMA 
Equal Opportunity Office and the Center for 

Holocaust and Genocide Studies. At the first event, on 14 April 
2022, Jewish and non-Jewish Cadets gathered in the West 
Point Club ballroom to hear video testimony from Mr. Alan 
Moskin, a 96-year-old Jewish veteran of World War II whose 
story is recorded at the West Point Center for Oral History. 
Moskin served in the 66th infantry, 71st Division, under 
General George Patton’s 3rd Army, and in 1945 his Company 
participated in the liberation of the Gunskirchen Concentration 

Camp, a sub-camp of Mauthausen. During the presentation, he 
spoke of his first-hand encounter with the horrors of the Nazi 
genocide, and his commitment to educate younger generations 
of its reality in the face of Holocaust denial. On 24 April 
2022, the Jewish Chapel welcomed community members from 
around the region for the second event, which was coordinated 
by the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County and the 
Newburgh JCC, in partnership with the USMA CHGS. The 
program highlighted the life of local Holocaust survivor Dr. 
Paula Neyman and featured a performance by the West Point 
Jewish Chapel Choir.

Jewish Cadets and friends join CH Frommer, LTC Wallen, and Dr. 
(COL, USA Ret.) Al Beitler at the USMA Days of Remembrance 
program in observance of Yom Hashoah.

The West Point Jewish Chapel Choir performs Eili, Eili and The 
Partisan’s Song for local Jewish community members gathered for Yom 
Hashoah in the Chapel Sanctuary.

Mr. Alan Moskin shares his story virtually with Jewish and non-Jewish Cadets in honor of 
Yom Hashoah. “When we entered that camp, it was the most horrific sight. There were piles 
of skeletal-like bodies and those who were alive were so emaciated it defies description. We 
weren’t prepared to handle it.”
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WEST POINT JEWISH CHAPEL
JEWISH OBSERVANCES – MICKEY MARCUS MEMORIAL

At left, Mr. Israel Nitzan joins CH Frommer, LTC Wallen, and Jewish Cadets after the Memorial service in the Jewish Chapel. At right, CH 
Frommer reunites with two friends and fellow volunteers who enlisted with him in the IDF’s November 2004 draft class and served in sister 
battalions of the Nachal Infantry Brigade.

Jewish Cadets join representatives of AVILC at the grave of COL Mickey Marcus to honor the generation of 
foreign volunteers who fought in Israel’s War of Independence. Marcus served as the first General Officer of the 
IDF and is the only U.S. service member buried at West Point to have died fighting under a foreign flag. (Inset) 
Marcus’ class photo in the USMA Howitzer yearbook.

West Point celebrated the legacy of its most famous 
Jewish graduate on 01 May 2022 with the annual 
Mickey Marcus Memorial Service at the Jewish 

Chapel, followed by a wreath-laying ceremony at the Cemetery. 
COL David “Mickey” Marcus graduated from the Academy in 
1924 and served with distinction in World War II, parachuting 
into Normandy with the 101st Airborne Division on D-Day 
in 1944. He then volunteered as an advisor and ultimately as 
Brigadier General in the nascent Israel Defense Forces, where 
he was tragically killed by friendly fire during the War of 
Independence in 1948. The memorial proceedings featured a 

performance by the Jewish Chapel Choir and were organized 
by the American Veterans of Israel Legacy Corporation, 
which preserves the legacy of Marcus and the original 1500 
Machalniks—foreign Jewish fighters who risked their lives for 
Israel during its hour of greatest need. Over 75 people attended 
the event, including the Israeli Deputy Consul General of New 
York, Mr. Israel Nitzan, the Commissioner of the New York 
City Department of Corrections, Mr. Louis Molina, and several 
American volunteers who, like CH Frommer, followed Marcus’ 
example as soldiers in the IDF.
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Jewish Warrior Weekend brings together Jewish Cadets 
and Midshipmen from across the country to deepen 

their connection to Judaism and strengthen their sense of 
Jewish community within the Armed Forces. While the 
event has traditionally been hosted by a service academy, the 
joint planning team this year endorsed Atlanta as a neutral 
destination for the spring, and the West Point Hillel Club’s 
dynamic duo of CIC Amir Udler and ACIC Jacob Foster 
organized an unforgettable program there during the weekend 
of 01-03 April 2022. Friday’s highlights included a recruiting 
visit by Cadet ambassadors to the Weber Jewish Community 
High School (see Page 14), a lay-leader training conducted by 
Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz, Director of Operations for the Jewish 
Welfare Board, and Terry Bresnick, President of the West 
Point Jewish Chapel Fund, and a private audience with Dr. 
Deborah Lipstadt, the nation’s newly appointed Special Envoy 
for Combating Antisemitism (bottom center). That evening, 
Temple Sinai in Sandy Springs welcomed the group for 
Shabbat services and dinner, organized by David Schoenberg 
(bottom left) and his family in honor of COL (USAF Ret.) 

Irving B. Schoenberg (USMA ’48), which featured a lecture 
by guest historian Robert Rosen on the experience of Southern 
Jews in the Civil War, and a short address by COL Schoenberg 
himself. On Saturday, participants reconvened for lunch, 
sponsored by WPJCF board member Billy Medof (USMA 
’94), with an address by guest speaker Alan Paley, the National 
Commander of the Jewish War Veterans (bottom right). They 
then traveled to Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park, 
where they studied the Civil War’s 1864 Atlanta Campaign 
and closed out the weekend with a Havdalah service. The 
group numbered 35 Cadets and Midshipmen in total, with 
22 coming from West Point and the rest representing the U.S. 
Naval Academy, Texas A&M, the Coast Guard Academy, 
Massachusetts Maritime, the Citadel, and Norwich. In 
addition to the Medof and Schoenberg families, additional 
funding for the weekend was generously provided by the West 
Point Jewish Chapel Fund, which underwrote the hotel and 
conference room, as well as the Jewish Welfare Board, the 
Jewish War Veterans, and the Jewish Gift Funds at the West 
Point Directorate of Academy Advancement.

RELIGIOUS CLUB - HILLEL

JEWISH WARRIOR WEEKEND

Above, Jewish Cadets and Midshipmen celebrate the life and service of COL (USAF Ret.) Irving Schoenberg 
(USMA ’48). The Schoenberg family recently established the Irving Schoenberg Endowment at West Point to help 
support Jewish Warrior Weekend in the future.
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The group’s tour of Kennesaw Mountain begins at the Visitors Center with an overview of Civil War tactics and weaponry, and ends with a 
Havdalah service at the battlefield’s Illinois Monument (below right). Approximately 10,000 Jews served in the conflict, including 7,000 for the 
Union and 3,000 for the Confederacy.

Above, Billy Medof and his wife, Alli, sponsor a delicious Shabbat lunch 
for JWW participants at the hotel. Below, Cadets and Midshipmen 
debate great Talmudic questions, like whether the perfect sandwich 
combines two or three different cold cuts.
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The West Point Jewish Chapel Choir enjoyed another busy semester of 
online and in-person engagements, thanks to the hard work of CIC Mark 
Salzman and ACIC Sophie Cohen, and with dedicated support from OIC 

Elaine McConnell. The Choir returned to the White House… although this time in 
cyberspace for the People’s Seder on 14 April 2022, where it sang a stirring rendition 
of Dayeinu. In addition to another virtual engagement at the Jewish Sports Hall 
of Fame Induction Ceremony, the Choir performed in-person at the West Point 
Club for Passover on 15 April 2022 (bottom left), and at the Jewish Chapel for Yom 
Hashoah on 24 April 2022, the Mickey Marcus Memorial Service on 01 May 2022 
(bottom right), and the Jewish Baccalaureate Service on 18 May 2022 (see Page 18). 
Farther afield, the Choir traveled to New Jersey for a much-appreciated appearance at 
the Concordia retirement community, and to New York City for an overnight retreat 
that included dinner hosted by CDT Rafael Nachman’s family, a tour of the historic 
Eldridge Street Synagogue, and a sampling of Jewish culinary offerings on the Lower 
East Side. This semester, the West Point Jewish Chapel Fund continued its generous 
sponsorship of delicious meals at weekly Tuesday evening rehearsals, and also covered 
the lodging costs and museum admission during the trip section to New York.

CH Frommer prepares to recommend a 
remodeling of his Chapel office in the modest 
style of the Eldridge Street Synagogue’s 
sanctuary interior.

JEWISH CHAPEL CHOIR

PERFORMANCES AND TRIP SECTIONS

The Choir’s formal photo shoot encountered an unexpected challenge when a certain Cadet arrived wearing “Dress Gray over PT shorts” due to a 
wardrobe malfunction. CIC Mark Salzman quickly identified the winning solution but almost lost his life due to hasty wording: “Stand behind 
Olivia—she’s wearing a skirt and she’s wide!”
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Above, CH Frommer assembles the team of Jewish Cadets who will ensure that he crosses the finish 
line on foot and not in a taxi cab. Below, their vigilance proves critical, as he completes the march 
inside his age-adjusted time allotment but with only ten seconds to spare!

The Jewish Cadets are all smiles from start to finish, undeterred by blisters, bad weather, and CH Frommer’s delirious attempts in the final hour to 
call the Supe’s helicopter for a personal medevac.

The Norwegian Foot March, also known as Marsjmerket, is an 18.6-mile (30 
km) ruck march that must be completed with 25 lbs of weight in under 4.5 
hours. The march was first held during World War I in 1915 to improve the 

strength and fortitude of the Norwegian Army and remains a test of endurance that 
allows U.S. Soldiers the opportunity to earn a foreign military badge (see inset at 
right). The march has become a major event at West Point in recent years, averaging 
more than 1000 participants from the USMA Corps of Cadets and faculty, Garrison 
personnel, and ROTC programs. This year, more than 20 Jewish Cadets participated 
in the event, including a dozen who joined CH Frommer two weeks early to execute 
the march as a Jewish Chapel team-building event on 26 March 2022. Mission 
Marsjmerket accomplished!

WEST POINT JEWISH CHAPEL

NORWEGIAN FOOT MARCH
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WEST POINT JEWISH CHAPEL

TORAH STUDY

Every Tuesday during the Academic Year, an average of 40 
Jewish Cadets and their friends gathered in the USMA 
Chaplains Office to hone their Jewish literacy and immerse 

in Jewish wisdom at a Torah Study lunch ’n learn. In addition 
to lessons from CH Frommer, the event featured a variety of 
guest teachers, from visiting rabbis to USMA professors, and 
even Cadets themselves. Notable faculty volunteers this semester 
included Dr. Robert Goldstein from the Department of Law, Drs. 
Yasmine and Adam Kalkstein from the Character Integration 
Advisory Group and the Department of Geography and 
Environmental Engineering respectively, and Dr. Gene Itkis, from 

the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science. 
The highlight of the semester was a special Torah Study led by 
Jewish Cadets on 01 March 2022 in response to the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. CDT Jacob Foster presented an overview 
of Jewish history in the Pale of Settlement, and CDT Rachel 
Radvinsky shared the personal story of her parents’ emigration 
from Ukraine in search of equal opportunity in America. The 
West Point Jewish Chapel Fund generously sponsors lunch for 
these programs every week, providing kosher food to ensure that 
Jews of all backgrounds can participate and feel welcome. As the 
Mishnah says, “Without food, there can be no Torah!”

The West Point Jewish 
Chapel partners with both 
the Aleph Institute and the 

Jewish Welfare Board, representing 
the full spectrum of Jewish practice, 
to provide lay-leader trainings that 
prepare Cadets to support military 
Jewish communities in that capacity 
during their service and beyond. 
This semester, the West Point 
Jewish Chapel Fund sponsored 12 
Cadets, chaperoned by OIC CPT 
David Forrester, to attend Aleph’s 
Lay-Leader Training Course in 
Miami, FL during the weekend of 
10-13 February 2022 (top right). 
Representing the JWB, Rabbi Tracy 
Kaplowitz not only traveled to 

Jewish Warrior Weekend in Atlanta 
but also took time to visit the West 
Point Jewish Chapel on 06 May 
2022, where she met with Jewish 
Firsties to offer perspectives on lay-
leadership from a progressive Jewish 
approach (bottom right). In addition 
to these formal trainings, Jewish 
Cadets are invited to lead services 
and offer sermons throughout 
the Academic Year and Cadet 
Summer Training, in preparation 
for their work as lay-leaders in 
the future. Given the shortage of 
Jewish Chaplains in the Army, lay-
leaders provide critical support in 
connecting Jewish personnel to their 
heritage and to each other.

While CH Frommer’s area of biblical mastery lies mostly in ancient New York Yankees batting statistics, guest scholars 
fortunately volunteer to provide actual Jewish expertise to Cadets at Torah Study. Clockwise from left, Cadets study 
with former Army Chaplain Rabbi Michael Cohen, USMA Lead Character Integrator Dr. Yasmine Kalkstein, and 
CDT Rachel Radvinsky.

WEST POINT JEWISH CHAPEL

LAY LEADER TRAINING
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The Tablets periodically features a board member 
of the West Point Jewish Chapel Fund. The 
board was created to fund and build the West 
Point Jewish Chapel, and it currently supports 
Jewish and non-Jewish programming and other 
improvements for Cadets and the West Point 
community.

Where are you from, how many years did 
you serve in the Army, and what are some 
memories from your time at West Point?

In 1957, when I was appointed to West Point 
by a NJ Republican Congressman, there was 
some surprise, because my father was an active 
Jewish Democrat; and perhaps a double shock, 

not just because 
of political party 
differences, but 
because Jews 
didn’t usually 
volunteer for 
military service. I 
had a scholarship 
to MIT, but as 
my father noted 
at the time, that 
was only part 
of the cost, and 
the Army would 

actually pay me. It worked out pretty well--I 
served on Active Duty for 34 years.

When I reported as a plebe, West Point was 
authorized 2400 Cadets. There were only 
about 18 Jews, or less. We marched in parade 
to attend Jewish services on Sunday morning 
at the Old Cadet Chapel, which was also 
used by other miscellaneous religions. Over 4 
years the number of Jews in my class shrank 
about a third, as did the entire corps. I did not 

experience any prejudice 
as a religious minority, 
but I did experience plebe 
prejudice. Hazing was a 
varsity sport.

I did benefit from my 
plebe year being the 
beginning of West Point’s 
height integration. 
Previously, all cadet 
companies were sized by 
height. The tall/flanker 
companies were much 
more tolerant, while the 
tiny companies reigned 
terror on plebes. The assignment by size was 
on purpose, so that cadet companies would be 
uniform on parade. One downside to being 
tiny in a flanker company is that G-2 finally 
had someone for intramural boxing at 147 
pounds. The problem was I weighed about 
155 pounds, but my boxing coach, Chuck 
Titus, said I could get down to weight by 
staying in the steam room long enough before 
each match. Being left-handed helped me in 
my bouts, but being fried didn’t. My final 3 
years as a Jewish cadet passed quickly, after a 
plebe year that seemed to last forever. 

After West Point, what were some highlights 
of your work in the Army and civilian life?

I served in 5 different Army divisions, 3 in 
Europe, 2 in the Far East. I also spent a lot of 
time in the Pentagon, to include working for 
General Carl Vuono, when he was Army Chief 
of Operations, and then in the DCSOPS 
trenches. One terrible memory I have retained 
to this day is from 1966, when I was a field 
artillery forward observer from the 2/19 FA, 

accompanying the 2/7 Cav, as part of the 1st 
Air Cav in II Corps zone, South Vietnam. 
Chuck Titus, my old boxing coach, was a 
troop commander in a fire fight on some 
obscure LZ, and when shot, died while being 
winched up to a hovering medevac helicopter. 
Some things just stick in your mind. (Titus 
would have commanded the entire Army, had 
he lived.)  I continued to work until my late 
70’s, as a defense contractor, and as the BOD 
chairman of 2 charities, Veterans Moving 
Forward, which provides assistance dogs to 
disabled veterans, and The West Point Jewish 
Chapel Fund. Both charities are labors of love.

The high point of my Army career, and life, 
was when I met a beautiful, young Army 
nurse while stationed at West Point as an 
English professor. She has provided a crucial 
dimension to my life, and to our large, and 
thriving, family. My four children do what 
they think is right for them. I’m not much on 
advice to young folks, but their instincts and 
training get them to the right place.

WPJCF BOARD OF TRUSTEES ADDS NEW LEADERS

WEST POINT JEWISH CHAPEL FUND

BOARD MEMBER PROFILE
MG (USA RET.) ROBERT ROSENKRANZ, USMA ’61 – CHAIRMAN EMERITUS OF THE WPJCF BOARD

War and Peace: Distinguished as one of only twelve Jewish graduates 
of West Point to achieve the two-star rank or higher, Bob Rosenkranz 
now commands, or rather, takes orders from his beloved family, both 
human and canine.

MG (USA Ret.) Robert 
Rosenkranz, USMA ’61

Ramona Fastow 
Jones, USMA ’05

BG (USA Ret.) 
Cindy Jebb, 
USMA ’82

Bradley Harrison, 
USMA ’94

The West Point Jewish Chapel Fund is pleased to welcome three accomplished 
Old Grads to its Board of Trustees. BG (USA Ret.) Cindy Jebb served as the 
first female Dean of the USMA Academic Board and retired in 2021 after 
39 years of military service. She now serves as the 5th President of Ramapo 
College. Bradley Harrison was a distinguished honor graduate of West 
Point, served as an Airborne Ranger in the U.S. Army for five years, and is 
now the founder and managing partner of Scout Ventures. Ramona Fastow 
Jones received the Jewish Chapel’s Mickey Marcus award, deployed twice to 
Afghanistan as an AG officer, and recently returned to the military as a Captain 
in the U.S. Army Reserve. The West Point Jewish Community thanks them for 
this new chapter of their service.
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WEST POINT JEWISH CHAPEL 

RECRUITING FUTURE CADETS

Jewish Cadet Ambassadors meet with prospective West Point applicants at The 
Weber Community Jewish Day School in Atlanta, GA. The recruiting visit was 
arranged by WPJCF Board Member and Weber parent, Billy Medof, USMA ’94.

CH Frommer encourages Jewish high school students to consider applying to West Point, and to avoid second-class institutions like Navy or Harvard.

The Jewish Chapel launched its first 
concerted effort to attract more 
Jewish applicants to West Point, 

with recruiting trips to four Jewish high 
schools during the course of the year. 
Accompanied when possible by Jewish 
Cadet Ambassadors, CH Frommer visited 
Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School in 
Bethesda, MD on 22 November 2021 
(bottom left), Gann Academy in Newton, 
MA on 07 March, 2022 (bottom center), 

The Weber School on 01 April 2022, 
and Salanter Akiba Riverdale (SAR) 
Academy in New York City on 19 May 
2022 (bottom right). The visits included 
informational meetings with college 
counselors, to familiarize them with the 
West Point admissions process, and with 
prospective applicants, to promote the 
Academy’s opportunities for leadership 
development and Jewish engagement. 
Jewish families are increasingly attracted 

to West Point as an option for their 
children’s college education, knowing 
that academic excellence is rewarded 
and Jewish identity is celebrated. If 
your community’s Jewish high school 
would like to host CH Frommer or a 
representative from the West Point Jewish 
Chapel Fund to answer any questions 
about applying to West Point, let us 
know!

14 The Tablets



About four years ago, the West 
Point Jewish Chapel Fund 
approached Rabbi Irv Elson 

(Captain, Chaplain Corps, USN Ret.), 
the director of the Jewish Welfare Board 
(JWB) Jewish Chaplains Council, to share 
its concern about the denominational 

imbalance among the active-duty Army’s 
Jewish Chaplains. JWB is one of three 
Department of Defense-accredited 
endorsing agents for 
Jewish Chaplains, but 
it is the only one of 
the three that endorses 
rabbis and cantors from 
all Jewish denominations 
and the only endorser 
of non-Orthodox rabbis 
and cantors (of which 
there are only three, 
among all of the Army’s 
active-duty Jewish 
Chaplains).

One of the reasons 
for the imbalance is that 
non-orthodox rabbis 
and cantors face greater 
financial barriers to 
serving in the military 
than their Orthodox 
counterparts, largely because of the 
student debt most of them incur while 
pursuing their rabbinical or cantorial 
education. Thus, in keeping with one of 
the Fund’s express purposes, as outlined 
in its bylaws—to support religious 
activities within the U.S. Army—the 
Fund proposed to Rabbi Elson that 
it create a scholarship for JWB to use 

as a Chaplain recruiting incentive. In 
exchange for the scholarship, the recipient 
would be contractually bound (to the 
Fund) to seek a commission as an Army 
Reserve Chaplain Candidate while in 
rabbinical school and to serve on active 
duty in the Army as a Jewish Chaplain 

for a minimum of 
three years upon 
ordination.

Rabbi Elson 
eagerly agreed to 
our proposal, and 
soon was able to 
put the scholarship 
to good use. In 

2021, he recruited Jesse Paquin, a prior-
service U.S. Navy enlisted aircrewman 
who lives in Safed, Israel (and whose 

brother, MAJ Jeremy Paquin, is a 2009 
West Point graduate). Rabbi Elson helped 
Jesse gain admission to the Academy of 
Jewish Religion, a nondenominational 
rabbinical seminary in Riverdale, NY 
and guided him through the application 
process for commissioning as a Chaplain 
Candidate. Today, 2LT Paquin serves 
as a chaplain candidate in the Army 

Reserve’s 510th Regional Support Group 
in Sembach, Germany. While he was 
prohibited from traveling to his unit in 
Germany during the peak of the Covid 
epidemic, Jesse volunteered his services 
to the U.S. Army air defense artillery 
battery serving in the Negev Desert in 
Israel. Jesse is currently a student at the 
Chaplain Basic Officer Leadership Course 
at Ft. Jackson, SC, where he has eagerly 
volunteered to assist with services for 
Jewish basic trainees.

The Fund has approved a second 
scholarship, for which JWB has not yet 
found a potential recipient, but it’s clear 
that the first scholarship has done exactly 
what it was designed to do: help JWB 
recruit Jewish chaplains to serve in the 
active Army. The Fund believes that JWB 

found exactly the right candidate in Jesse 
Paquin, and we’re all looking forward to 
Jesse’s service as an Army Jewish chaplain. 
(And if you know any aspiring rabbis or 
cantors who might be interested in the 
second scholarship, have we got a deal for 
them!)

WEST POINT JEWISH CHAPEL FUND 

RECRUITING FUTURE CHAPLAINS

2LT Jesse Paquin brings military experience and Jewish enthusiasm to Army Chaplain training at Fort Jackson, SC.

THE WEST POINT JEWISH CHAPEL 
FUND RABBINICAL SCHOLARSHIP
By MG (USA Ret.) Jeff Jacobs, USMA ’79 
Chairman, West Point Jewish Chapel Fund
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On 14 January, 2022, Army 
Gymnastics dedicated its new 
Wall of Distinction in honor of 

fallen Jewish graduate and gymnast, 1LT 
Howie Pontuck, USMA ’66. Howie was 
born in New York City, and as a skilled 
gymnast at Lincoln High School, he was 

recruited to West Point for his talent and 
character. He sang in the Jewish Chapel 
Choir and was a member of the gymnastics 
team for his four years at West Point, 
serving as team captain in his Firstie year. 
COL (USA Ret.) Tad Ono, the 1965 Team 
Captain remembers Howie: “The first 
thing one noticed about Howie was his 
smile-natural, genuine, 
sincere. The next 
thing you noticed 
was how he spoke 
to you in the most-
friendly, genuinely 
nice, soft-manner. 
He did not have that 
fast, often brusque 
mannerism that many 
New Yorkers have. 
As a gymnast, the 
best description I can 
give is graceful. He 
worked hard on his 
form and had the best 
toe point of anyone. 
He was very diligent 
in practice, worked 
harder than anyone and was the best cheer 
leader for his teammates. It was no surprise 
to me that his teammates voted him to 
their captain in his senior year. In short, 
he was a highly respected and well-liked 
member of the gymnastics team.”

Howie branched Infantry and he 
briefly commanded Company B of 
the 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th 
Infantry at Fort Hood, Texas before the 
battalion deployed to Vietnam where he 

was assigned to B Company, 1st 
Battalion, 50th Infantry, which 
served as a general reserve force in 
the Central Highlands (II Corps) 
in Vietnam. He was replaced in 
that capacity by then-Captain 
Richard Guthrie, for whom he 

served as Executive 
Officer. Guthrie 
remembers Howie: 
“He was a tireless 
champion for the 

soldier. He had an almost psychic 
ability to anticipate what the 
company needed at any point 
in time and a dogged way of 
persisting until he got our needs 
satisfied. In the field, if we ran 
low on water and there were no resupply 
aircraft available, Howie would mobilize 

the supply truck 
with a couple of 
men to secure it 
and drive Route 
#1 to a rendezvous 
point to deliver 

water to a platoon sent across the paddies. 
Usually by the time I asked, he already had 
the arrangements made.”

His final days were recalled by Gary 
Wehsels: “Over the next few months, 
whenever Howie and his team came 
in for resupply and a little R&R, he 
continued to bunk in my room and we 
swapped tales of various adventures. He 
still possessed his gymnastic skills and he 
amazed us with lots of moves that aren’t 

easy wearing combat boots! He use to 
entertain the Vietnamese troops and their 
families with his moves as well. I was there 
when Howie died in March of ‘68. He 
was part of MACV Advisory Team 56 as 
a MAT (Military Assistance & Training) 
Team Leader, in Phong Dinh Province, 
Phong Dien District. Around 8:00 am 
the Vietnamese Sgt. Major who was 
responsible for the compound security 
stopped by and asked Howie if he would 
help them disarm the mines in the outside 
perimeter. The Vietnamese Lieutenant who 
was responsible had taken off, and the tall 
grass needed to be cut. Howie had helped 
to install the mines and knew how they 
were laid out. I remember him removing 
his West Point Ring, taking off his fatigue 
shirt, and checking to see that he had 
nothing in his pants pockets that would 
hinder his movement. Then with a smile 
he said, ‘well, we might as well get this over 
with,’ and off he went to disarm the mines. 
The Senior District Advisor and I heard 
the explosion. No one knows for sure 
exactly what went wrong, but he was killed 
instantly.” Howie was one of 335 men 
from West Point who died or are MIA 
in Southeast Asia/Indochina during the 
period October, 1957 – September, 1972. 
He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal 
with V Device and the Purple Heart.

Well Done, Be Thou At Peace.

By LTC (USA Ret.) Robert D. Wolff, USMA ’65 
VP for Facilities and Curator, West Point Jewish Chapel Fund

ARMY GYMNASTICS HONORS FALLEN JEWISH GRAD

IN MEMORIAM
1LT HOWIE PONTUCK, USMA ’66

1LT Pontuck is seated at the center, with CPT Richard 
Guthrie "tipping" his helmet at his side, and surrounded 
by the Officers and Forward Observer of Company "B" 
in 1967.
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Congratulations to the Class of 2022
As we depart from thee... Serving on land or sea

Thanks to Academy Photo for once again 
providing pictures of our graduating cadets.

Brooke A. Allen
Dallas, TX

Cyber
Fort Gordon, GA

Sam Dean Hassak
Paramus, NJ

Cyber
Fort Gordon, GA

David R. Gorshein*
Longwood, FL

Military Intelligence
Fort Carson, CO

Mark J. Salzman
Ridgewood, NJ

Aviation
Fort Rucker, AL

Matthew P. Jabloner
Chappaqua, NY

Aviation
Fort Rucker, AL

 Michael Belzberg
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA

Infantry
Fort Bragg, NC

Samuel L. Shroyer
Long Beach, CA

Engineers
Fort Hood, TX

Sebastian L. Jaget
Las Vegas, NV

Infantry
Fort Bragg, NC

Naomi A. Colin
Bonsall, CA

Infantry
Fort Hood, TX

Benjamin J. Spiro*
Buffalo, NY

Military Intelligence
Yongsan, South Korea

Brock H. Nathan
Palm City, FL

Infantry
Fort Stewart, GA

 Spencer D. Cowen
North Caldwell, NJ

Field Artillery
Fort Bragg, NC 

Amir Udler
San Ramon, CA

Cyber
Fort Gordon, GA

Maya S. Ginzburg
Coral Springs, FL

Quartermaster
Fort Carson, CO

Isabella S. Reiff
Studio City, CA

Cyber
Fort Gordon, GA

Anna K. Vinnedge
Lake Forest Park, WA

Cyber
Fort Gordon, GA

*Recipient of the Anna Sobel Levy Graduate Fellowship
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Jewish Firsties looking sharp in their India Whites, and relieved that CH Frommer decided against spaghetti and red sauce for the Baccalaureate 
dinner entrée.

WEST POINT JEWISH CHAPEL 

BACCALAUREATE SERVICE

On 18 May 2022, the Jewish community conducted its Baccalaureate Service in 
honor of the Jewish Cadets in the Class of 2022. Terry Bresnick, USMA ’69 
and President of the WPJCF Board, offered opening remarks as sixteen new 

names were unveiled on the Wall of Graduates in the Alumni Gallery. The proceedings 
then continued in the sanctuary where WPJCF Board Member David Niekerk, USMA 
’78, introduced his West Point classmate, Dr. Ralph Semmel, as the guest speaker. Dr. 
Semmel, who currently serves as the 8th Director of the Applied Physics Laboratory at 
Johns Hopkins University, offered an inspiring address to the Cadets, encouraging them 
to strive for greatness in service of a better world. The West Point Jewish Chapel Choir 
provided music for the occasion, BG (USA Ret.) Cindy Jebb returned from Ramapo 
College to confer the blessing of new Second Lieutenants, and the Chapel recognized 
several graduating Cadets for their contributions to Jewish life at West Point. Chief 
among the honorees was CDT Amir Udler, who received the Mickey Marcus Award 
for his dedication as CIC of Hillel Club (bottom left), and CDT Mark Salzman, who 
received the Jeanne Hutchison Leadership Award for his commitment as CIC of the 
Jewish Chapel Choir (bottom center). Every graduate received a gift from the Jewish 
War Veterans, represented by West Point’s longtime JWV Liaison, Ed Goldwasser, as 
well from the Jewish Welfare Board, the Aleph Institute, and the West Point Jewish 
Chapel Fund. In addition to providing gifts to the graduates, the Fund also covered the 
expense of decorations and extra wait staff at a celebratory dinner afterwards, expertly 
organized by Fund Administrator, Melanie Ullah, with support from SFC Robert 
Dominguez. The Jewish Class of ’22 leaves behind a legacy of outstanding achievement 
and engagement—For the Many Stand the Few!

CDT Sebastian Jaget accepts CH Frommer’s 
challenge to slice the Baccalaureate cake into 
47 equal pieces.
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WEST POINT JEWISH CHAPEL

BACCALAUREATE KEYNOTE ADDRESS

It is truly an honor and pleasure to be 
here with you today for the Baccalaureate 
Service. I fondly remember my time as 

a Jewish cadet and the main reason I was 
drawn into the Jewish community at West 
Point. Early on, it actually boiled down to 

one thing, and I am guessing that this will 
come as no surprise: food! When the Jewish 
War Veterans from Rockland County, led 
at the time by Edwin Goldwasser, came to 
visit, they brought bagels and lox for hungry 
plebes. Nothing tasted so good and I was 
hooked.
Alright, let’s get down to business:  Why am 
I here? Well, Terry Bresnick invited me … 
a few times over the years … and it is just 
impossible to say no to the person who was 
my sponsor at the Academy. Terry, thank 
you for playing such a key role in my life, 
and for helping me realize my dreams.
According to a relatively recent Census 
Bureau report, while close to 88% of 
people who are 25 and older in the United 
States have received a high school diploma, 
only about 36% have a bachelor’s degree 
or higher. Of course, the percentage that 
are West Pointers is minuscule. And the 
percentage of Jewish West Pointers … 
well I am sure that our current graduates 
can do the advanced math to figure out 
that a minuscule percentage of a miniscule 
percentage is very minuscule!
So, you can already see that you are in 
a select group. But as you become more 
deeply engaged in the military, additional 
schooling, the workplace, and your 
community, what can you do to distinguish 
yourself further?
At APL, I encourage our more than 
8,000 folks to build upon their gifts and 
uniqueness by focusing on three things, 
which I am asking you, as leaders, to 
consider as well:  Be bold!  Do great things!  
Make the world a better place!
Let’s address each in turn. 
First: Be bold! At APL, this means 
embracing the risk that accompanies big, 
game-changing ideas--ideas like the creation 

of satellite navigation, defending against 
hypersonic weapons that fly at Mach 5 
and faster, building and flying a spacecraft 
past Pluto, flying one that touches the 
Sun, demonstrating how to intercept an 
asteroid to save the planet, creating a brain-

controlled prosthetic arm 
for wounded warriors that 
works just like a human 
one, countering and 
mitigating biothreats, such 
as COVID, and building 
special technologies that 
give our soldiers and our 
allies, including Ukraine, 
the edge they need to win 
on the battlefield. Based on 
my own experiences, I will 

tell you that it takes boldness throughout 
one’s career to truly change the world.
And, as hard as it might be to imagine, 
I assure you that you can change at least 
a piece of the world, but you must often 
overcome powerful forces that would 
otherwise have you conform--forces 
that would crush your uniqueness. By 
continually leveraging and sharing your 
gifts, you can win the day, 
including while in uniform. 
Failing, especially noble failure 
when lives are not at stake, is 
acceptable, and much more 
acceptable when you are in the 
early stages of your leadership 
journey. Take advantage of that. 
The lessons you learn will benefit 
you throughout your life.
Second: Do great things! At 
the core of doing great things 
is doing the right thing, which 
requires unquestionable integrity. 
Admittedly, sometimes doing the 
right thing is hard--really hard, 
in fact--but not doing the right 
thing … well, not doing the right 
thing is unforgivable, especially 
for leaders. Of course, with your 
unflinching commitment to duty, 
honor, and country, honed by 
your West Point experience, you 
have a tremendous head start. But, while 
doing the right thing is necessary to do 
great things, it is not sufficient. You must 
stretch yourselves and build on the gifts and 
uniqueness that you have and that you will 
sharpen through additional education and 
through your life’s journey. Reach beyond 
the good-enough answer or solution, 
and aspire for the great. While I cannot 
guarantee that reaching for greatness will 
ensure success, I can assure you that you 
will achieve much more, and it will be a lot 

more rewarding and even more fun as well.
Finally:  Make the world a better place. 
With the strategic challenges posed by 
China and Russia to establish a new 
world order, you have your work cut out 
for you. Yet, with your new West Point 
degrees--and we need expertise from all 
of your disciplines--you have a wonderful 
opportunity to have a positive impact on 
our nation and the world. In fact, I believe 
it is incumbent on all of us to make sure 
that we are collectively doing all we can as 
part of the global community to make the 
world better, and to ensure a brighter future 
for the cadets who will be joining the long 
gray line years from now.
So: Be bold! Do great things! Make the 
world a better place! As leaders, you set a 
tone and serve as examples that others will 
emulate.
Now, I won’t pretend that any of this will 
be easy, but if you wanted easy, you would 
not have attended West Point and be here 
today ready to receive your degrees and 
serve our nation! You will experiment 
in your lives, your education, and your 

careers. Sometimes you will fall short. 
Sometimes you will be wildly successful. 
But keep striving, keep learning, and keep 
nurturing your gifts and your uniqueness–
for yourselves, for your families, for the 
West Point graduates who will be sitting 
in your chairs decades from now, for your 
communities, for our nation, and for the 
world.
Congratulations West Point graduates! I 
wish you the greatest success going forward!

FORMULA FOR SUCCESS
By Dr. Ralph Semmel, USMA ’78
Director, Johns Hopkins 
Applied Physics Laboratory
This address has been edited for length

Dr. Semmel shares details of APL’s secret project to 
degrade Russian morale by flooding their airwaves with 
reruns of Rocky and Bullwinkle.
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Mazal Tov to the 
Class of 2022 and their Families!

The End of the Beginning:
Clockwise from top left, Jewish graduates Mark Salzman, Maya Ginzburg, Amir Udler, and Spencer Cowen celebrate with friends and 
family as they recite the Army Officer Oath and receive the gold bars of their 2nd Lieutenant’s rank at commissioning ceremonies around 
West Point on Graduation Day, 21 May 2022.


